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Description
The purpose of the Pen and Sword Society was, and is today, to honor those, who by their energy and
successful efforts in furthering the prestige of the College in the past, show that they are willing and capable of
exerting themselves in a special manner in the interest and welfare of the Alma Mater in the future. The
collection consists of the official records of the Society between 1904 and 1943.
Special Collections and College Archives Finding Aids are discovery tools used to describe and provide access
to our holdings. Finding aids include historical and biographical information about each collection in addition
to inventories of their content. More information about our collections can be found on our website
http://www.gettysburg.edu/special_collections/collections/.
Keywords
Pen and Sword Society, alma mater, college, Gettysburg College
Disciplines
History | Intellectual History | Social History | United States History
This finding aid is available at The Cupola: Scholarship at Gettysburg College: https://cupola.gettysburg.edu/findingaidsall/38
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guide to the  
Pen and Sword Society Papers 
 
 
 
 
Gettysburg College, Musselman Library  
Special Collections & College Archives 
 
 
Processed by Christine M. Ameduri 
September 2002 
 
 
 
 
MS – 038: Pen and Sword Society Papers 
 
Processed by: Christine M. Ameduri 
September 2002 
 
Agency Sketch: 
(taken from Fourteenth Annual Public Exercises of Penn and Sword Society, 1912) 
 
The Pen and Sword Society was founded in September, 1897, by Wm. J. Geis, Ph.D., 
[18]93. A mass meeting of the students was held on Saturday, September 4, of that year, 
and as a result the Society was formally organized and consisted of eleven charter 
members, eight undergraduates and three alumni. These charter members are C. T. Lark, 
[18]98, W. M. Burns, [19]01, S. M. Lutz, [18]98, D. Dale, [19]00, R. W. Woods, [18]98, 
L. S. Weaver, [18]99, E. W. Meisenhelder, [18]98, O. G. Klinger, [18]86, H. C. Alleman, 
[18]87, and W. J. Gies, [18]93. 
 
The purpose of the Society was, and is today, to honor those, who by  their energy and 
successful efforts in furthering the prestige of the College in the past, show that they are 
willing and capable of exerting themselves in a special manner in the interest and welfare 
of the Alma Mater in the future. 
 
Scope and Content Notes: 
 
The collection consists of the official records of the Society between 1904 and 1943. 
 
Box 1: 
 
Minute book, Pen and Sword Society, 1904 – 1943 (includes correspondence) 
 
1 – Correspondence, Constitution and By-Laws, Account Book, 1928-1930 
2 – Pen and Sword Collation programs, 1907 (2), 1908, 1909, 1910 & 1911 
3 - Pen and Sword Public Exercise programs, 1908, 1909, 1910 (2), 1911 (3), & 1912 
4 - Pen and Sword Banquet programs, 1901, 1904 
5 - Pen and Sword Annual Public Meeting programs, 1904, 1907 & 1913 (2)  
